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RIVERSIDE COUNTY 


Region sees deadliest month 


COVID-19: The 660 fatalities so far in January 
breaks record of 543 established in December 


By Brian Whitehead 
bwhitehead@scng.com 


As the U.S. surpassed 400,000 
deaths from the novel coronavi- 
rus Tuesday, Riverside County set 
a one-month record for deaths, 
with 660 reported so far in Jan- 
uary. 


The previous one-month mark 
of 543 deaths was set in Decem- 
ber. 

The 128 deaths reported in 
Riverside County on Tuesday 
represented a four-day total, 
since health officials do not re- 
port coronavirus figures on week- 
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“Hospitals 
in the daily 
data that they 
submit are 
reporting more 
deaths, so we 
know they’re 
coming.” 


— David Wert, San Bernardino 
County spokeseman 


L.A. County: Officials follow other counties; 
those 65 and older can start getting shots today 


By Ryan Carter, 
David Rosenfeld 
and Javier Rojas 
Staff writers 


Fueled by an increasingly un- 
certain supply of much-coveted 
coronavirus vaccines, the Los An- 
geles County Department of Pub- 


lic Health Tuesday rolled out five 
new large-scale vaccination cen- 
ters, including one at Fairplex in 
Pomona. 

The new vaccination centers 
are in addition to the giant park- 
ing lot clinic at Dodger Stadium 
— perhaps the largest vaccina- 
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BIDEN AND HAR 
REFLECT ON TIMES 


PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION 


A somber observance: 
They spend inauguration eve 
focusing on U.S. lives lost to 
the coronavirus pandemic 


By Bill Barrow and Aamer Madhani 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Hours from inauguration, 
President-elect Joe Biden paused on what 
might have been his triumphal entrance to 
Washington on Tuesday night to instead 


mark the national 
tragedy of the 
coronavirus pan- 
demic with a mo- 
ment of collective 
grief for Ameri- 
cans lost. 


His arrival coincided with the awful 
news that the U.S. death toll had surpassed 
400,000 in the worst public health crisis in 
more than a century, a crisis Biden will now 


be charged with controlling. 


“To heal, we must remember,” the 
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er a. 


ALEX BRANDON — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, along with Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, stand during a 
COVID-19 moment of reflection that included 400 lights placed around the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool on Tuesday in Washington. 


President Donald 
Trump delivers his 
farewell address 
to the nation 
Tuesday via a 
video released on 
YouTube, as seen 
here on a monitor 
in the Brady 
Briefing Room of 
the White House in 
Washington, D.C. 
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INSIDE: Southland 
police, sheriff's depu- 
ties on high alert for 
today’s 9am. PST 
inauguration. PAGE A3 


The Associated Press 


By Jill Colvin and Jonathan Lemire 


Washington: Trump wishes new administration luck in 
a farewell video as he prepares to issue a wave of pardons 


a flurry of 


WASHINGTON » Trying to repair his tar- 
nished legacy, President Donald Trump 
trumpeted his administration’s accom- 
plishments and wished his successor 
luck in a farewell video as he spent his 


final full day in office preparing to issue 


White House, surrounded by an extraor- 
dinary security presence outside. 

“This week we inaugurate a new ad- 
ministration and pray for its success in 
keeping America safe and prosperous,” 


pardons in a near-deserted 
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ans 
High winds 
buffet area, 
raising risk 


of wildfires 


Gusts topple semitrucks, 
down trees, power lines 


By Brian Rokos 


brokos@scng.com 


Dangerous winds, some 
nearly at 100 mph, whipped 
Southern California on Tues- 
day, sending trees crashing into 
houses and across roads, top- 
pling semitrucks and knocking 
down power lines, as well as sig- 
nificantly increasing the likeli- 
hood that any wildfire would 
rapidly spread. 

The high winds also 
prompted Southern California 
Edison to impose public safety 
power shutoffs, in which elec- 
tricity is turned off for custom- 
ers in wind-prone areas to pre- 
vent the possibility of downed 
power lines sparking wildfires. 

One of the larger blackouts 
was in the area of Bundy Can- 
yon and Murrieta roads in Me- 
nifee, where just under 1,500 
residents and businesses lost 
electricity shortly before 1 p.m., 
according to Edison. 

Similarly, in Cherry Valley, 
roughly the same number of 
SCE customers lost power be- 
cause of collapsed power lines, 
while in neighboring Beaumont, 
between Brookside Avenue and 
the 10 Freeway, close to 1,300 
customers were in the dark, ac- 
cording to the utility. 

In the Hemet area, about 
1,600 SCE customers lost elec- 
tricity because of the high 
winds, SCE reported. 

In Woodcrest, just south of 
Riverside, about 1,400 resi- 
dents and businesses in the area 
of Van Buren Boulevard and 
Washington Street lost power, 
and less than 10 miles to the 
north, in Jurupa Valley, about 
1,000 SCE customers were with- 
out electricity, mostly in the vi- 
cinity of Limonite Avenue and 
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“Significant wind 
impacts will be 
likely with this 
event, including the 
threat of widespread 
downed trees and 
power lines, as well 
as power outages.” 


— National Weather Service 


IMMIGRATION 


Locals hopeful Biden will press his reforms 


By Roxana Kopetman 
rkopetman@scng.com 


Immigrants and their advo- 
cates in Southern California are 
excited about the prospects of im- 
migration reform that could come 
shortly after President-elect Joe 
Biden is sworn into office. 

The new president is expected 
to reverse a slew of Trump ad- 
ministration policies and intro- 
duce legislation that could give 


millions of people living in the 
country illegally a chance to be- 
come citizens after an eight-year 
process. 

Some actions are expected 
quickly, via executive order and 
other policy moves. They include 
reversing the ban on travel to the 
United States from some Muslim 
majority countries, and a direc- 
tive to reunite immigrant chil- 
dren who in 2018 were separated 
from their families by the Trump 


administration and have yet to be 
reunified. 

Other moves could take longer. 
These include everything from 
restoring U.S. protections for asy- 
lum seekers to implementing for- 
eign policies that might address 
some of the issues that drive Cen- 
tral American immigrants to trek 
to the United States. 

“Immigrants have been un- 
der assault,” said Ally Bolour, a 


Joe Biden, 
who will be 
sworn in 
today as the 
country’s 
46th 
president, 
has pledged 
to push 
through 
government 
reforms 
early in his 
presidency. 


ANDREW HARNIK 
THE ASSOCIATED 
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